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Jacek Olędzki - W A X V O T I V E O F F E R I N G S F R O M 
T H E V I L L A G E S O F B R O D O W E Ł Ą K I A N D K R Z Y ­
N O W Ł O G A W I E L K A 

T h e c u s t o m a m o n g peasants of m a k i n g v o t i v e 
o f f e r ings is k n o w n i n m a n y coun t r i e s o f Europe . T h i s 
c u s t o m also ex i s t ed i n P o l a n d , a l t h o u g h the r e is no 
r e l i a b l e e t h n o g r a p h i c m a t e r i a l o n t h i s sub jec t w h i c h 
w o u l d m a k e i t poss ib le to es tab l i sh the scope a n d 
cha rac t e r o f t h i s p rac t i c e . J . O l edzk i ' s a r t i c l e is the 
r esu l t o f research m a d e b y t h e a u t h o r i n the n o r t h 
eastern reg ions o f P o l a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e K u r p i e 
r eg ion . 

A t t h e outset, the a u t h o r w r i t e s abou t the e x i s t i n g 
v i e w s o n t h e o r i g i n a n d h i s t o r y o f t h e c u s t o m of 
m a k i n g v o t i v e o f f e r ings i n Europe , a n d n e x t expresses 
the v i e w t h a t i n P o l a n d , v o t i v e o f f e r ings w e r e mos t 
p r o b a b l y i n t r o d u c e d f r o m B a v a r i a b y the C i s t e r c i an 
O r d e r — abou t t h e 14th o r 15th c e n t u r y , i n the p e r i o d 
w h e n t h e soc ia l a n d economic po s i t i on o f t h e pea­
sants was i m p r o v i n g a n d , i n connec t i on w i t h th i s , 
t h e d e v e l opmen t of f a r m i n g a n d s tock -b reed ing . T h e 
c u s t o m was to ensure successful s t ock -breed ing , ca t t l e 
r e a r i n g a n d p o u l t r y b r e ed ing . T h i s c u s t o m was a c o n t i ­
n u a t i o n o f t h e r e c r ea t i on prac t i ces w h i c h a t t h a t t i m e 
we re d y i n g o u t o w i n g to t h e spread o f the ca tho l i c 
r e l i g i o n i n t h e Po l i sh c oun t r y s i d e . I n t h e 16th c e n t u r y 
the r e a re u n d o u b t e d proo fs o f t h e p r a c t i c e o f v o t i v e 
o f f e r ings . A p a r t f r o m t h e v o t i v e o f f e r ings o f the 
„ r i ch " people , made f r o m go l d a n d s i l ve r , the c o m m o n 
people m a d e t h e i r o w n v o t i v e o f f e r ings f r o m w a x . 
Such v o t i v e o f f e r ings w e r e also k n o w n i n S l o vak i a , 
B a v a r i a a n d the T y r o l , b u t the re , t h e y w e r e soon 
r ep laced b y i r o n v o t i v e o f f e r ings , w h i l e i n P o l a n d , 
mos t p r o b a b l y o w i n g t o p o v e r t y , o n l y t h e w a x f o r m 
o f o f f e r i n g c o n t i n u e d . 

T h e y w e r e t h e peasants ' w a x t r i b u t e to the 
C h u r c h . H o w e v e r , o w i n g to d i f f i c u l t i e s i n o b t a i n i n g 
w a x , etc, as t i m e w e n t , on , c h u r c h he lpers 
engaged i n m a k i n g v o t i v e o f f e r ings a n d t h e y became 
an ob jec t o f exchange f o r o f f e r ings i n m o n e y a n d 
f ood t o t h e C h u r c h f r o m be l i evers . T h e f o r m of t h e 
v o t i v e o f f e r ings themse lves changed a n d became 
m o r e u n i f o r m . B u t as f r o m t h e 16th c e n t u r y the r e 
was a dec l i ne i n t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h i s cus t om a m o n g 
t h e peasan t r y so t h a t i t is n o w v e r y r a r e l y p rac t i c ed . 
D u r i n g h is research w o r k i n n o r t h east P o l a n d , the 
a u t h o r o n l y me t w i t h v o t i v e o f f e r ings i n t w o pa ­
r i shes : i n t h e K u r p i e r e g i on — B r o d o w e Łąki, a n d 
i n t h e Przasnysz D i s t r i c t — Krzynowłoga W j e l k a . 
T h e p r e s e r va t i on o f t h i s c u s t o m i n these places can 
be e x p l a i n e d b y t h e economic backwardness of t h a t 
area, i ts d is tance f r o m i m p o r t a n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n cen­
tres a n d routes . T h e c h u r c h i n Krzynowłoga was 
erec ted as f a r back as t h e 13th c e n t u r y , w h i l e the 
c h u r c h i n B r o d o w e Łąki was b u i l t i n t h e 19th cen­
t u r y . 

T h e c u s t o m of m a k i n g v o t i v e o f f e r ings is obser­
ved i n b o t h par ishes on t h e Day o f the T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n 
( Augus t 6 th ) a n d i n Krzynowłoga t h e c u s t o m is a d d i ­
t i o n a l l y observed on F e b r u a r y 14th — St. Va l en t ine ' s Day 

( the p a t r o n sa in t of the chur ch ) . T h e p rac t i c e of 
m a k i n g these o f f e r ings has unde rgone c e r t a i n changes 
a n d t oday i t is no t t h e same i n b o t h of these p a ­
r ishes. T h e v o t i v e o f f e r ings a re m a d e b y so-ca l led 
„brastewny" (peasants k n o w n f o r t h e i r hones ty a n d 
p i e ty , engaged i n m a k i n g v o t i v e o f f e r ings , h i r i n g 
t h e m ou t , etc). I n Krzynowłoga t h e v o t i v e o f f e r ings 
w e r e made severa l score years ago, w h i l e i n B r o d o w e 
Łąki t h e y are n e w l y made each t i m e b y the „bras­
t e w n y " : 

M o s t of t h e v o t i v e o f f e r ings t a k e the f o r m of 
a n i m a l s - p a r t i c u l a r l y horses ( f ig . 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11), 
t h e r e a re also cows ( f ig . 14, 15), calves ( f ig . 16), sheep, 
v e r y r a r e l y p igs ( f ig . 17). Some o thers represent do ­
mest i c p o u l t r y ( f ig . 18-23) , b u t they a re less p o p u l a r 
i n Krzynowłoga. O n the o t h e r h a n d , one f i nds the re 
v o t i v e o f f e r ings i n t h e f o r m of bees ( f ig . 24) a n d 
h ives ( f ig . 25), w h i c h do n o t e x i s t i n B r o d o w e Łąki . 
A separate a n d less n u m e r o u s g r o u p represent s y m ­
bols o f h e a l t h a n d success: a „r ing" , w r e a t h s , ba l l s , 
a n d , i n Krzynowłoga — hear ts , j a w s , legs, a r m s 
( f ig . 4). I n b o t h par ishes the v o t i v e o f f e r i n g of 
a „ch i ld" is k n o w n ( f ig . 27, 28, 29), a l t h o u g h i t 
appears v e r y r a r e l y i n B r o d o w e Łąki, l i k e the 
„hearts", l egs " a n d „arms" , w h i c h are f o u n d v e r y 
o f t en h o w e v e r i n Krzynowłoga. T h e a u t h o r e xp l a ins 
the d i f f e rence i n subjects o f i n t e r e s t b e tween b o t h 
par ishes , t h e d i f f e rences i n t h e soc ia l m i l i e u s a n d 
cond i t i ons o f l i f e , s h o w i n g the s t r onge r i n f l u ence 
o f bourgeo is idea ls i n Krzynowłoga, w h e r e t h e p o ­
p u l a t i o n is composed o f the descendents of f o r m e r 
nobles. 

T h e a u t h o r also observed d i f ferences i n t h e a r t i ­
s t ic f o r m of the v o t i v e o f f e r ings , w h i c h i n K r z y n o ­
włoga a re c lose ly connected w i t h t h e p rope r t i e s o f the 
ma t e r i a l s used t o m a k e t h e m w h i l e i n B r o d o w e Łąki 
t h e y a re s i m i l a r to t h e schemat i c des ign of t h e d o u g h 
f i gures s t i l l w i d e l y m a d e i n t h e K u r p i e r e g i o n 
( f ig . 30, 31, 32, 33, 34). T h e B r o d o w e v o t i v e o f f e r ings 
are u s u a l l y 12—14 c m . h i g h , w h i l e those made i n 
Krzynowłoga are u s u a l l y 6—7 cm. 

I n sp i te o f these d i f f e rences i n f o r m , t h e v o t i v e 
o f f e r ings f r o m b o t h par ishes have a n u m b e r o f fea­
tures i n c o m m o n — p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e w a y o f seeing 
the ob jects represented , i n t h e l a p i d a r y a p p r o a c h a n d 
e loquence of f o r m . T h e v o t i v e o f f e r ings d i f f e r f r o m 
a l l o t h e r f o l k scu lp tures , above a l l i n t h e i r f u n c t i o n — 
t h e y are no t m a d e t o sat is fy aesthet ic needs — b u t 
e x c lus i v e l y f o r g a i n i n g c e r t a i n graces f r o m God . T h i s 
speci f ic f u n c t i o n de t e rm ines b o t h t h e sub jec t a n d t h e 
genera l a r t i s t i c express ion o f these w a x v o t i v e 
o f f e r ings . 

A l e k s a n d e r Błachowskt - F R O M R E S E A R C H O N 
T H E F O L K A R T O F T H E O P O L E R E G I O N . 
P A I N T E D C H E S T S 

O n the basis o f m a t e r i a l co l l ec ted d u r i n g research 
i n the Opo l e r eg i on (1953) t h e a u t h o r makes a n ana ­
lys is of t h e p a i n t e d chests f r o m th i s r eg i on . T h e 
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Opole chests are made f r o m p ine w o o d a n d arc 
r e c t a n g u l a r i n shape. T h e y a re deco ra t ed w i t h p a i n ­
t e d o r n a m e n t a t i o n , _ the f r o n t o f t h e chests is d i v i ­
ded i n t o t w o squares f i l l e d w i t h t r a i l i n g f l o w e r res igns. 
T h e range of co lours used is r e l a t i v e l y b r o a d . T h e 
o r n a m e n t a t i o n has severa l c o m m o n e l ements a n d 
t h i s po in t s to the ex is tence of a d e f i n i t e r e g i o n a l 
g roup . B u t the re are h o w e v e r v a r i a t i o n s i n the t y ­
p i c a l e lements . T h e a u t h o r gives as examp les chests 
f r o m the Olesno ( f ig . 2—9, 12, 15, 16—22), K l u c z ­
b o r k ( f ig . 10 - ) a n d Strze lce ( f ig . 13, 14) d i s t r i c t s , 
p o i n t i n g to the charac t e r i s t i c d i f f e rences i n cons t ruc ­
t i o n a n d deco ra t i on . A f t e r a n a l y s i n g the d i f f e r e n t 
types, the a u t h o r makes a c ompars i on b e t w e e n chests 
f r o m Opo l e a n d f r o m U p p e r Si les ia, r e m a r k i n g 
a n u m b e r of c o m m o n features , b o t h w i t h r e g a r d to 
the a r r a n g e m e n t of the o r n a m e n t a t i o n a n d f i n a l l y 
the v e r y c ompos i t i on o f t h e deco ra t i on . 

B u t a p a r t f r o m these c o m m o n fea tures , t h e Opo l e 
chests d i f f e r f r o m t h e U p p e r S i l es ian ones, b o t h 
i n t h e i r r i c h e r o r n a m e n t a t i o n a n d co l our scheme, 
a n d i n a n u m b e r o f de ta i l s w h i c h g i ve t h e m t h e i r 
o w n spec ia l appearance . 

Olga Mulkiewicz - O P E N - W O R K W O V E N F A B R I C S 

T h e F o l k A r t Research Sec t ion a t t h e State I n s t i ­
t u t e o f A r t has co l l ec ted m a t e r i a l on o p e n - w o r k 
w o v e n f ab r i c s i n Pod las ie r eg i on a n d the n o r t h e r n 
p a r t o f L u b l i n r eg i on . 

„Though t h i s t e chn i que is a l i e n to t r a d i t i o n a l 
r u r a l me thods o f w e a v i n g — Miss M u l k i e w i c z w r i t e s — 
i t is w o r t h y o f b e i n g s t u d i e d prec i se l y because o f i t s 
p e c u l i a r charac te r , d i f f e r i n g m u c h f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l 
me thods of w e a v i n g a n d also because i t is q u i t e 
f r e q u e n t l y used n o w . I t was no t poss ib le to asce r ta in 
w h o i n v e n t e d t h i s t e c h n i q u e o f w e a v i n g , b u t i t is 
c e r t a i n t h a t i t was u n k n o w n be fore t h e T w e n t i e s 
a n d poss ib ly i t was i n t r o d u c e d o n l y a f t e r the Second 
W o r l d W a r . " 

T h e authoress gives a d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n o f the 
o p e n - w o r k w e a v i n g t e chn i que a n d w r i t e s t h a t the 
f i n i s h i n g stage is the most i m p o r t a n t one, because 
here b y f a s t en ing loose ske ins o f y a r n the w e a v e r 
can o b t a i n v a r i ous designs w h i c h , j u d g e d b y the 
co l l ec ted m a t e r i a l , are q u i t e l i m i t e d i n n u m b e r . 

Because of t h e i r cha rac t e r o p e n - w o r k w o v e n 
f ab r i c s are m o s t l y used as tab l e - c l o ths or cu r t a in s . 

Zbigniew Jasiewicz - M O U L D F O R B A K I N G W A ­
FERS F R O M T H E V I C I N I T Y O F M I Ę D Z Y R Z E C Z E 

T h e a u t h o r o f the a r t i c l e discusses one of the 
mos t i n t e r e s t i n g f o l k a r t r e l i cs f r o m the L u b u s z 
r eg i on , f o u n d i n K a l s k i n 1958 b y a g r o u p of Po l i sh 
e thnographers . I t is a decora ted i r o n ob jec t ( t i t l e 
page) a n d t h e deco ra t i v e m o t i f s a n d t h e i r p r i m i t i v e 
a r r a n g e m e n t ( f ig . 1) p o i n t to i t s f o l k o r i g i n . F u r t h e r 
research r evea l ed t h a t t h i s ob jec t h a d been used f o r 
b a k i n g wa f e r s . T h e v e r y u n i q u e decora t i v e m o t i f s 
a n d the t e chn i que used i n deco ra t i on , s h o w i n g basic 
d i f f e rences be tween t h e K a l s k tongs a n d ana log i ca l 
r e l i cs f o u n d i n B r a n d e n b u r g a n d L o w e r Saxony l ead 
one to a t t r i b u t e i t to the r e g i on i n w h i c h i t was 
f o u n d . T h e m o t i f — a b u n c h o f grapes — is k n o w n 
f r o m t h e e m b r o i d e r y of t h e L u b u s z r e g i on . I t is also 
k n o w n t h a t t h e b a k i n g o f wa f e r s ( f ac to ry made , i t 
is t rue ) was v e r y w i d e s p r e a d i n t h i s r eg i on . O u r 
research leads us to the conc lus i on t h a t t h e b a k i n g 
m o u l d f o u n d dates back to the 19th c en tu r y . 

St. F. Cajerski - M A T E R I A L S F O R T H E H I S T O R Y 
O F T H E P O T T E R Y C E N T R E S I N P O T Y L I C Z A N D 
S U R R O U N D I N G D I S T R I C T S 

T h e a u t h o r pub l i shes m a t e r i a l s f r o m va r i ous a r ­
ch i ve co l l ec t ions . T h e o ldest documents (ma t e r i a l s 
f r o m inspec t ions a n d inven to r i e s ) d a t i n g back t o 1460, 

concern Po ty l i c z a n d g i ve i n f o r m a t i o n as t o the 
n u m b e r o f po t t e r s w o r k i n g t h e r e a n d t h e i r dut i es 
u p t i l l t h e t i m e of t h e p a r t i t i o n s o f P o l a n d (1772). 
I n the p e r i o d a f t e r the p a r t i t i o n s , Po t y l i c z was s t i l l 
f amous f o r i t s po t t e r y . M a t e r i a l co l l ec ted b y the 
State A r t I n s t i t u t e t h r o w s l i g h t on the p e r i o d p r e ­
ced ing the F i r s t W o r l d W a r , w h e n the re w e r e 10 p o t ­
ters w o r k i n g there , w h i l e i n the i n t e r - w a r p e r i od , 
10 p o t t e r y w o r k s h o p s w e r e o p e r a t i n g i n w h i c h the 
po t t e r s w o r k e d as p a i d l aboure rs . T h e i r p r o d u c t s 
w e r e w i d e l y so ld . 

A n o t h e r p o t t e r y c en t r e nea r Po t y l i c z — Dziewię­
cierz — also has o l d t r a d i t i o n s , i n v e n t o r i e s " show 
t h a t t h e n u m b e r o f po t t e r s w o r k i n g the r e var i es 
a great dea l ( for ins tance , i n 1710 — 17 a n d i n 1 7 1 6 -
4) a n d also g i ve a n idea o f t h e i r dut i es to t h e cour t . 

Be fore 1939 a n d i n the f i r s t years a f t e r the Second 
W o r l d W a r 10 po t t e r s w e r e w o r k i n g here . T h e y p r o ­
duced c o o k i n g pots a n d ce ramic w a r e , t h e i r p r oduc t s 
b e ing so ld w i d e l y i n a n u m b e r of places. 

T h e a u t h o r adds here some i n f o r m a t i o n about 
s m a l l e r centres i n the area such as: H r a b e n n e a n d 
K a m i o n k a Wołowska. 

I n h i s c o n c l u d i n g r e m a r k s , M r . G a j e r s k i quotes 
m a t e r i a l s s h o w i n g h o w the p o t t e r y cen t re i n Po t y l i c z 
began to dec l ine i n the 18th c en tu ry , w h e n t h e p o t ­
ters — b e i n g b u r d e n e d too h e a v i l y w i t h dut i es — 
f l e d to n e i g h b o u r i n g v i l l ages . I t is p r o b a b l y i n t h i s 
w a y t h a t the n e w p o t t e r y centres i n Dziewięcierz. 
H r a b e n n e a n d K a m i o n k a Wołowska w e r e f o r m e d . 

Ewa Fryś - E X H I B I T I O N O F F O L K A R T I N 
Ł A Ń C U T 

A n e x h i b i t i o n of f o l k a r t , o r gan i z ed b y the U n i o n 
of F o l k a n d A r t i s t i c I n d u s t r y Cooperat i ves C P L i A , 
w i t h t h e coope ra t i on of t h e „Jedność" Coopera t i v e 
i n Pawłów, t h e „Zjednoczenie" Coope ra t i v e i n Janów 
L u b e l s k i a n d t h e F o l k A r t I n d u s t r y Coopera t i v e i n 
Leżajsk, was opened i n Łańcut on N o v e m b e r 12th, 
1959. T h e e x h i b i t i o n was m a i n l y devo t ed to f o l k 
e a r t h e n w a r e e x h i b i t e d on the occasion o f t h e c om­
p e t i t i o n r u n b y C P L i A a n d the M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r e 
a n d A r t . T h e Rzeszów a n d L u b l i n p o t t e r y centres 
w e r e represented , d i s p l a y i n g grey, ( f ig . 1) p a i n t e d 
a n d g lazed e a r t h e n w a r e . T h e r e was also q u i t e a r i c h 
show o f s cu lp tu res i n c lay . T h e e x h i b i t i o n also i n c l u ­
ded a d i sp l a y of the „Koronka " Coopera t i v e i n B o ­
b o w a a n d a b i g show o f deco ra t i v e f abr i c s p r o d u c e d 
b y the „Przemysł L u d o w y " Coopera t i v e i n Leżajsk. 
T h e c o m p e t i t i o n , on w h i c h t h e e x h i b i t i o n was based, 
was a i m e d a t encourag ing po t t e r s to p roduce e a r t h e n ­
w a r e o f g rea t a r t i s t i c va lue , c leansed o f n o n - f o l k 
in f luences . A t t h e same t i m e as t h e e x h i b i t i o n 
a conference of the r e g i o n a l purchase centres of 
C P L i A was h e l d to select a c e r t a i n n u m b e r of de­
signs f o r sale i n P o l a n d a n d ab road . 

Maria Przeździecka - E X H I B I T I O N O F E M B R O I ­
D E R Y I N R Z E S Z Ó W 

A n e x h i b i t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l embro ide r i e s on l i n e n , 
d a t i n g back to t h e 16 th - 18th centur ies , was opened 
i n Rzeszów i n Novembe r , 1959. I n he r r e v i ew , the 
authoress , stresses t h e a p t se lect ion o f e x h i b i t s a n d 
the exce l l en t a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e e x h i b i t i o n . 

A m o n g t h e 17 embro ide r i e s e x h i b i t e d , t h e o ldest 
da t ed back to t h e 16th a n d 17th centur i es . T h e most 
v a l u a b l e a n d r a r e e x h i b i t was a cha l i ce cover f r o m 
Jarosław ( f ig . 1.), r ep r e s en t i ng t h e mos t t e c h n i c a l l y 
s k i l l e d t y p e of e m b r o i d e r y o f t h a t t i m e . 

Some o f t h e 17th c e n t u r y e m b r o i d e r y o n c h u r c h 
c lo ths shows a t endency t o w a r d s a s i m p l i f i c a t i o n 
o f des ign. T h e authoress shows t h e d e v e l opmen t 
o f these tendenc ies i n t h e 18th c e n t u r y embro i d e r i e s 
( f ig . 4.). 
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